ment, and among them, the War Minister, and my thoughts
were fixed on him. As I watched him the cathedral and Prince
Paul and the foreign diplomats and the singing deacons faded
and I saw officers, with revolvers and swords in their hands,
rushing through the rooms and corridors of a darkened palace,
saw panic-stricken fugitives hiding in cupboards, shots, shrieks,
shouts of triumph. ...

He was a little plump now, the War Minister, plumper than
he had been on that evening just thirty-two years before, but
still a fine-looking man with a thick head of hair and a massive,
muscular frame. I think the Serbs must, in proportion to their
numbers, be the handsomest men in the world, and their
womenfolk are lovely; the average expectation of a beautiful
wife must be higher in Serbia than almost anywhere. The men
are often still young at fifty, and mostly avoid pouches, paunches,
bald heads and the other diseases of age far longer than the
males in other lands.

The Royal Palace is not far from the Cathedral, two or three
long stonethrows. The War Minister, I thought as I looked at
him, standing rigidly at attention in his well-fitting grey uniform,
must pass it almost every day of his life when he is in Belgrade.
His hands shook, they say, on that evening, thirty-two years
before, when he, Lieutenant Zhivkovitch of the Guard at the
Palace, fumbled for the keys to open the gates and let his
brother-officers and fellow-conspirators in, and they all rushed
through the palace vainly seeking for King Alexander and his
Queen Draga, and at last detected a crack in the wallpaper that
meant a secret chamber, and when they got them out, Alexander
and Draga in their long white nightshirts, they killed him with
'nineteen revolver bullets and five sabre cuts' and her with
"thirty-six revolver shots and over forty sabre cuts3, and the
bodies were thrown out of the window into the forecourt of the
palace, where they lay sprawling until the Russian Minister,
peeping through the blinds of his Legation opposite., ventured to
send out some servants with sheets to cover them, and His
Britannic Majesty's Government was so shocked that it with-

255